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menace lasted unto the very end of the great ting's
days.1 *

The closing years of Asshurbanapal's long and
laborious reign were largely spent in works of
peace. Even during the stormy years he had had
great interest in the erection of buildings and the
collection and copying of books for his library.
In such congenial tasks his later days were chiefly
spent.

It is not possible to determine in every case
where the buildings were located which he rebuilt
or otherwise beautified. The temple of E-kur-gal-
kurra, hi Nineveh, he adorned magnificently und.
supplied with a new statue of the god. The tem-
ple of E-sagila,, ill Babylon, which Sennacherib had
destroyed and Esarhaddon partially rebuilt, he
completed and restored to it with elaborate pomp
and ceremony the god Marduk and his consort Zm-
panit, whom Sennacherib had earned into Assyria.
The temple of E-zida, in Borsippu, also received
new ornaments. Long lists of colossal works else-
where in Babylon, in Arbela, in many a lesser
place, which he carried on, have come down to us.
Above all these works stood the reconstruction of
the vast palace in Nineveh, occupied during his
life by Sennacherib. From the foundation stone
to the roof was this rebuilt in a style of magnifi-
cence never seen before/'

In thw palace he lived when war did not call
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